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Worst Annual Pace in 3 Years For New National Average Mortgage Rates
Home Sales

New home sales in July were expected to remain steady after scoring a slight
gain in June, instead they plunged to a rate even lower than those a year
earlier. Three of the four geographic regions shared in the decline,
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Sales of newly constructed homes in July are estimated at a seasonally
adjusted annual rate of 571,000 units. Thisis down 9.4 percent from June
and 8.9 percent from the estimate for July 2016. The bad news was mitigated
a bit as the U.S. Census Bureau and the Department of Housing and Urban
Development revised their earlier June estimate to 630,000 units from their
original estimate of 610,000.
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of estimates was 590,000 to 622,000 units.

On a non-seasonally adjusted basis there were 49,000 new homes sold. There were an estimated 58,000 units sold in June,
and 54,000 the previous July.

The median sales price in July was $313,700, up from $295,000 a year earlier. The average price was $371,200 versus
$355,000 in July 2016.

The months of available supply increased substantially, from 4.7 months (unadjusted) in June and 4.4 months in July 2016 to
5.7 months. Slowing sales, however, played a large role in this improvement. The actual number of homes in the inventory
rose by only 5,000 from June to 277,000 units.

The Midwest was the only region to post increased sales for the month, up 6.2 percent. Sales were still 12.7 percent lower
than the previous July.

Sales in the Northeast fell by 23.8 percent from those in June and were 13.5 percent behind a year earlier. The South saw a
decline of 4.1 percent for the month and 11.7 percent year-over-year. Sales in the West, while still higher than a year earlier
by 1.4 percent, declined 21.3 percent from June.

Responsive service, experienced expertise

I've dedicated my 22 year mortgage career to client education, superior service, and honest answers. The lending landscape
has changed dramatically the past few years, and continues to do so. My job is to ensure client partners' loans close quickly,
without surprises, and | take that responsibility very seriously. Referrals are a responsibility | appreciate; they're a measure
of trust, and that trust must be earned every day, on every referral.
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